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Sir: 



This Reply Brief is submitted in response to the Examiner's Answer dated February 19, 

2009. 



REMARKS 

The real party of interest is now Lenovo Corporation. 

On page 2 of the Examiner's Answer, the Examiner states that the rejections under 35 
U.S.C. § 112, first and second paragraphs, have been withdraw for all claims. Thus, aside from 
the rejections on Claims 1-3, 7-8 and 12-13 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and on Claims 5-6, 10-11 
and 15-16 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), the remaining objection is on Claims 4, 9 and 14. The 
Examiner also states that Claims 4, 9 and 14 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Thus, Appellants 
rewrite Claims 4, 9 and 14 as follows: 

4. (currently amended) A The method according to Claim 1 , comprising: 

during a boot process, wherein interrogating said boot devices for said device 
password comprises interrogating a plurality of boot devices within a data processing 
system in sequence according to a priority order until a boot devices supplies said a 
device password corresponding to that of a trust boot device ; and 

in response to said boot device supplying a device password corresponding to that 
of said trusted boot device, booting said data processing system utilizing said boot device 
without the entry of any of said device password corresponding to that of said trusted boot 
device by a human user . 
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9. (currently amended) A Tfee data processing system of Claim 7 , comprising: 

said data processing having a plurality of boot devices: including the boot devico. 
a processor: and 

a memory coupled to said processor for communication, wherein said memorv 
includes startup software capable of being executed by said processor during a boot 
process, wherein said startup software interrogates said plurality of boot devices for said 
device password in sequence according to a priority order until a boot device supplies a 
device password information corresponding to that of a trusted boot device and, in 
response to said boot device supplying said device password, boots said data processing 
system utilizing said boot device without the entry of any of said device password by a 
human user . 

14. (currently amended) A The program product of Claim 12, said for a data processing 
system having a plurality of boot devices including the boot device , said program product 
comprising: 

a computer usable medium: and 

startup software encoded within said computer usable medium, wherein said startup 
software causes ftte said data processing system to interrogate said plurality of boot 
devices for said device password in sequence according to a priority order until a boot 
device supphes a device password information corresponding to that of a trusted boot 
device and, in response to said boot device supplying said device password, boots said 
data processing system utihzing said boot device without the entry of any of said device 
password by a human user . 



Reply Brief 



Page 3 



RP000109.RPY 



No fee or extension of time is believed to be necessary; however, in the event a fee or 
extension of time is required, please charge that fee or extension of time requested to the Lenovo 
Corporation Deposit Account 50-3533. 



Respectfially submitted, 

Antony P. Ng 

Registration No. 43,427 

Dillon & Yudell, LLP 

8911 N. Cap. of Texas Hwy, suite 2110 

Austin, Texas 78759 

(512) 343-6116 

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANTS 



Reply Brief 



Page 4 



RP000109.RPY 



